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When  I undertook  a short  while  back,  as  a member  of  the 
Library  Committee,  to  look  into  the  condition  of  the  Society’s 
Greek  Manuscripts,  I did  not  anticipate  that  any  immediate 
advantage  would  accrue : but  I had  hardly  finished  the  task  when 
the  Society  was  favoured  by  a visit  from  Professor  Kalbfleisch,  of 
Marburg,  on  a mission  very  similar  to  that  undertaken  by 
Dr.  Daremberg,  of  Paris,  about  fifty  years  ago.  Dr.  Daremberg  at 
that  time  was  engaged  in  publishing  critical  editions  of  some  of  the 
leading  medical  classics,  and  was  assisted  in  his  researches  by  the 
French  Government.  In  pursuance  of  this  task  he  visited  several 
foreign  countries  in  order  to  inspect  Manuscripts,  and,  among 
others,  came  to  England.  Here,  together  with  other  libraries,  he 
saw  that  of  our  Society,  at  that  time  situated  in  Bolt  Court,  Fleet 
Street,  and  his  observations  are  recorded  in  a volume  of  which  I 
had  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  a copy.  It  is  entitled  ‘ Notices  et 
Extraits  des  Manuscrits  Grecs,  Latins,  et  Fran9ais,  des  Principals 
Bibliotheques  de  I’Europe  ’ but  only  the  first  part  relating  to 
England  seems  to  have  been  published. 

A similar  undertaking,  on  a more  efficient  basis,  is  now  on  foot  in 
Germany,  and  gave  the  occasion  for  Professor  Kalbfleisch’s  visit. 

The  Greek  MSS.  in  the  Society’s  Library  are  almost  exclusively 
of  Byzantine  authors,  and  give  one  the  impression  of  having  been 
acquired  as  a collection  by  their  first  possessor.  Dr.  Askew,  to  whose 
library  most  are  shown  to  have  belonged  by  inscriptions  on  the 
flyleaves.  As  such,  they  give  a good  and  interesting  representation 
of  a school  of  medicine,  which  forms  the  connecting  link,  during 
the  dark  ages,  between  the  great  writers  of  antiquity  and  modern 
times.  The  volumes  are  excellently  preserved,  and  some  are  fine 
specimens;  the  bindings  in  several  instances,  however,  require 
restoration,  and  certainly  deserve  it.  All  occur  under  one  heading 
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or  another,  often  erroneous,  in  the  Societ}'’s  printed  catalogue  of 
1829;  and  there  is  also  a MS.  catalogue  by  a former  Registrar, 
Dr.  Severn,  which  is,  however,  sometimes  incorrect  or  deficient. 
No  MSS.  seem  to  have  been  acquired  by  the  Society  since  those 
dates. 

The  following  works  appear  in  the  catalogue  as  Greek,  but  I 
find  by  inspection  they  are  in  Latin : — 

1.  ‘Nicholas  Myrepsus  Antidotarium.’ 

2.  ‘ Amando  supra  Antidot.  Nicolai.’ 

3.  ‘ Avenzoar  Tractatus  de  febribus.’ 

4.  ‘ Elluchasem  Ellimathar  Tacuini  Sanitatis.’ 

5.  ‘ Synonimae  Multorum  Simplicium.’ 

The  last  four  are  contained  along  vdth  others  in  a volume  from 
a library  at  Louvain,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  printed  catalogue 
as  ‘Codex  Vet.  Med.  Grsec^,  fob  MS.’  There  is  also  a printed 
edition  of  ‘ Hippocrates,’  with  Manuscript  notes  by  Drelincourt, 
which  appears  as  a MS.,  and  Dr.  Daremberg  mentions  an  ‘Index 
authorum  a Galeno  citatorum,’  which  I have  not  been  able  to  find. 
The  following  is  a detailed  description  of  the  several  MSS.  : — 

I. — AdvAinus. 

(A  Byzantine  author,  who  is  generally  considered  to  close  the 
list  of  the  ancients,  in  the  15th  century.) 

MS.  HH,  i 21,  22.  Daremberg  {op.  cit.)  says  of  these  two 
volumes  : “ End  of  15th  century,  2 vols.,  8vo,  fine  script,  paper, 
pp.  403  (Olim.  Bib.  Askew).  Vol.  i has  been  published  by  Ideler^ 
‘ Physici  et  medici  Grseci  minores,’  vol.  ii,  pp.  353-463.  Vol.  ii 
contains  Books  1 and  2 of  the  author’s  ‘ Therapeutics,’  which  have 
not  been  edited  in  Greek.” 

Dr.  Daremberg  overlooked  three  treatises,  which  have  been  bound 
up  with  vol.  ii,  to  make  size.  The  first  of  these  is  on  Sweats^ 
by  an  author  not  yet  identified  by  me,  the  second  is  ‘ Theophilus 
de  Excrementis,’  and  the  third  has  been  found  by  Professor 
Kalbfleisch  to  be  the  third  copy  known  of  a rare  opusculum, 
denominated  the  ‘ Anonymus  of  Fuchs,  on  the  Causes  of  Madness.’ 
Thcsse  volumes  have  been  lent  by  the  Council  to  Professor 
Kalbfleisch  for  further  study  of  this  rare  treatise ; and  I had  great 
pleasure  in  recommending  the  loan  in  view  of  the  great  service 


rendered  to  the  Society  by  him  in  his  critical  examination  of  our 
collection. 

MS.  NN,  all.  Paper  folio,  no  title  or  date.  A modern  MS., 
with  watermarks  in  the  paper  (English  and  Dutch)  of  the  18th 
century.  Contains  four  works  of  Actuarius,  probably  copied  from 
the  pre-vdous  MS.,  vol.  ii,  pp.  202-232,  being  ‘ Therapeutics,’ 
Books  1 and  2. 

MS.  A A,  d 6.  Daremberg  says;  “End  of  16  th  century,  folio, 
paper,  fine  script,  pp.  152  (Olim.  Bib.  Askew).  The  seven  books 
of  Actuarius  on  urines,  published  in  Greek  by  Ideler,  op.  cit., 
vol.  ii,  pp.  3-192,  after  the  papers  of  Dietz.”  There  are  two 
watermarks  in  the  paper  of  this  M.S.,  and  I fancy  it  has  been 
copied  also  from  HH,  i 21,  pp.  40-144,  which  the  transcriber  has 
collated  Avith  another  MS.  and  the  printed  edition  of  ‘ Actuarius 
on  Urines,’  by  Goupyl. 

II. — Aetius. 

MS.  MM,  c 7.  Lettered  on  back  “ Aetius  ineditus  MS.” 
Daremberg  says  : “ 16th  century,  folio  paper,  very  recent;  contains 
vols.  ix  to  XV  of  the  works  of  Aetius,  which  have  never  been 
printed  in  Greek.” 

The  paper  shows  a watermark  on  each  alternate  page. 

III. — Aristotle  {commentaries  on). 

MS.  HH,  i 16.  Appears  in  the  Society’s  catalogue  as  ‘ Varii  in 
Aristotelem  Grseefe  4to.’  and  is  evidently  a volume  of  commentaries 
on  Aristotle’s  Histories.  As  such  I have  passed  it  over  for  the 
present. 

IV. — Aretceus,  along  with  Eufus  Ephesius. 

MS.  HH,  i 23.  Daremberg:  “Beginning  of  16th  century,  4to. 
(Olim.  Bib.,  Aske^v).” 

This  volume  is  lettered  on  the  back  ‘ Aretseus  Cappadox,’  but 
appears  in  the  catalogue  as  ‘Aretseus  Paradoxa’  by  error.  It 
contains — (1)  the  first  six  books  of  Aretaeus,  and  at  the  end  are 
two  lines  of  poetry,  apparently  by  the  scribe,  which  I have  not 
made  out ; (2)  ‘ Rufus  Ephesius,’  the  nomenclature  of  the  parts 
of  man,  of  which  Daremberg  says : “ It  is  like  the  printed  text.” 
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V.  — Hippocrates. 

MS.  AA,  a 1.  A small  thick  12mo,  not  noticed  by  Daremberg, 
lettered  on  the  back  ‘ Hippocrates  et  Galeni  Inedita,’  and  appears  in 
the  catalogue  as  ‘Hippocratis  Inedita  Grsecfe,’  12mo. 

The  first  treatise  in  this  work  is  a spurious  letter  of  Hippocrates 
to  King  Ptolemy,  which  appears  in  ‘Ideler’  (J.c.),  vol.  i,  p.  303,  as 
‘Anonymi  de  natur^  hominis.’  It  has  also  been  translated  into 
Latin  by  Reuchlin,  under  the  title  ‘De  prseparatione  hominis,’  in 
1512.  Whoever  the  author  is,  he  is  not  the  great  Hippocrates.  I 
have  not  identified  the  subsequent  treatises  in  this  volume,  which  is 
in  a very  crabbed  handwriting. 

MS.  HH,  i 17.  Appears  in  the  catalogue  as  ‘Hippocratis  opera 
varia,’  4to.  Daremberg  says:  “Varia.  Commencement  of  15th 
century.  Contains  40  opuscula,  aU  by  the  same  hand.  Very 
elegant.” 

In  my  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  MSS.  in  the 
collection,  being  a good  example  of  the  ‘ latrosophion  ’ or  text  book 
compiled  from  precious  codices  in  the  possession  of  monasteries,  and 
sold  or  used  for  practical  purposes  by  the  practitioners  of  the  time. 
The  interest  of  these  works  is  that,  along  with  selections  from  the 
most  practical  portions  of  the  greater  writers,  we  meet  vnth  small 
complete  treatises  by  men  of  lesser  note,  of  which  one  would  occur 
in  one  monastery  or  library,  and  another  in  another,  and  some  of 
these  are  extremely  rare,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  opusculum  which 
I have  cited  as  bound  up  with  the  ‘ Actuarius.’ 

The  present  work  contains  40  fragments,  all  of  which  are 
enumerated  by  Daremberg,  but  are  too  long  to  transcribe  here. 
The  most  interesting  are  the  Aphorisms  and  Prognostics  of 
Hippocrates  (Nos.  1 and  2),  the  Euporista  of  Galen,  and  an 
apocryphal  work  attributed  to  him  on  Pulses  (Nos.  37  and  40), 
excerpts  from  Myrepsus,  Paulus,  Simeon  Seth,  and  others,  the  whole 
forming  a typical  example  of  a practitioner’s  vade-mecum  of  the 
Byzantine  period. 

VI.  — Oiibasius. 

MS.  AA,  e 4.  A large  thick  folio,  lettered  on  the  back,  ‘ Oribasii 
opera  Greece  MSS.’  Daremberg  says  : “ This  is  without  doubt  the 
most  important  Manuscript  contained  in  the  library.”  It  is  copied 
from  a 16th  century  MS.  in  the  library  of  St.  John’s  College, 


Cambridge,  by  K.  Wadeson,  M.D.,  and  contains  Books  1 to  10,  and 
14,  of  the  Synagogse  of  Oribasius,  omitting  Books  11  and  12, 
which  are  taken  from  Dioscorides,  and  Book  15,  mostly  from  Galen. 
The  Cambridge  MS.  contains  the  whole  15,  and  presented  to 
the  College  in  1634  by  Dr.  Collins,  Professor  of  Physic  in  the 
University. 

VII. — Theophanes  Nonnus,  Psellus,  and  Simeon  Seth. 

MS.  HH,  h 1.  Not  entered  in  the  catalogue  under  any  name, 
and  has  no  title  on  the  back,  but  I think  is  represented  by  the 
entry  ‘ Manuscriptum  Medicum  Graced,  4to.’  I have  to  record 
my  best  thanks  to  Dr.  J.  P.  Payne  for  his  .assistance  in  the 
identification  of  this  work,  and  one  or  two  others.  The  interest 
of  this  volume,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  that  the  scribe  has  attributed 
to  one  author  three  treatises,  by  Theophanes,  Psellus,  and  Seth, 
together  with  a synopsis  of  antidotes  and  plasters,  whose  compiler 
seems  unknown.  The  MS.  is  as  old  as  any  of  the  others,  and 
probably  hails  from  the  same  source.  As  I hope  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  publishing  a separate  notice  of  it  elsewhere,  I need 
not  discuss  it  now  from  a critical  point  of  view. 

The  first  treatise  is  the  ‘ Epitome  of  Theophanes  Nonnus,’  twice 
published  by  Martius  and  Bernard  in  Greek  and  Latin.  The 
dedication  to  the  Emperor  Constantine,  by  which  it  is  most  readily 
identified,  is  here  missing.  It  contains  248  paragraphs  on  165  pages. 
The  second  is  the  anonymous  synopsis  of  antidotes  and  plasters* 
above  mentioned,  consisting  of  49  paragraphs  on  28  pages.  The 
third  is  Book  1,  with  a few  paragraphs  of  Book  2,  of  Psellus 
de  Vietti,  as  printed  by  G.  Valla  in  Latin,  having  the  dedication 
to  Constantine  which  serves  as  a means  of  identification.  The 
fourth,  here  attributed  to  the  preceding  author,  is  the  work 
generally  known  as  ‘ Simeon  Seth  on  Foods.’ 

VIII. — Paidus  JEgincla. 

MS.  AA,  c 2.  Daremberg  says : “ Beginning  of  15th  century, 
‘ Paul  of  iEgina,’  complete,  without  title.  This  MS.  ought 
certainly  to  be  collated,  when  a new  edition  of  Paulus  is  published. 


* Daremberg  records  a copy  of  this  treatise  in  tlie  Bodleian  Library  at 
Oxford,  but  without  identifying  its  author,  ‘ Codex  Baroccianus,’  cl,  folio  32i. 


6 


I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  by  comparison,  that  it  gives  important 
indications,  and  is  taken  from  an  ancient  copy.” 

The  last  paragraph  on  measures  is,  I find,  abbreviated,  as  com- 
pared with  the  printed  editions ; otherwise  the  work  is  perfect. 

There  are  thus  12  volumes  of  Greek  MSS.  in  the  Society’s 
Library  to  account  for,  and  from  the  evident  interest  taken  in 
them  by  foreign  scholars,  I think  they  should  be  carefully  preserved. 
I must  express,  in  conclusion,  my  sense  of  the  great  obligingness 
of  our  Eegistrar,  Mr.  Hall,  in  attending  to  my  wants  in  connection 
with  this  task. 

The  following  short  list  of  books  of  reference,  useful  to  future 
workers  in  this  department,  may  not  be  amiss;  copies  of  them 
all  will  be  found  *in  the  British  Museum,  and  other  great  libraries 
of  the  metropolis  : — 

Baas,  ‘ History  of  Medicine.’  American  edition, 

Boissonade,  ‘ Anecdota  Graeca.’  Paris,  1831. 

Choulant,  ‘ Handbuch  du  Bucherkiinde.’ 

Daremberg,  ‘Notices  et  Extraits’  (op.  supra  cit.),  Paris,  1853. 
Ermerins,  ‘ Anecdota  Medica  Grseca.’ 

Fabricius,  ‘ Bibliotheca  Graeca.’ 

Haller  (A.),  ‘ Eei  Medicee  Scriptores.’ 

Ideler,  ‘Physici  et  Medici  Grseci  Minores.’  Berlin,  1841. 
Kostomoires,  ‘ Etudes  sur  les  Ecrits  Inedits.’ 

‘Medicse  Artis  Principes  post  Hippocratem  et  Galenum.’ 
Eomse,  1567. 

Puschmann,  ‘Gcschichte  der  Medizin’;  section  on  Byzantine 
Medicine,  by  Bloch.  Jena,  1902. 


